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^  ,  *  February  •1947* 

TO  raOM  IT  MAY  CONCERN;  . 

This  is  to  state  that  from  early  1927  until  194I  I  was 
chief  cf  the  Far  Eastern  Bureau  for  The  New  Yf'rk  Times, 
with  heacquar^ars  f / r 0 3n  Peking  and  later  in  -ha-'^hai. 
During  *,;hat  nertod.  I  'mew  jntimatoly  Momoru  :Shig3m:.tsu,  at 
one  time  Japan's  /utiliaaeadvir  ■•0  China,  later  Ambassador  to 
England,  and  Foreigri  iltnistor, 

I  know  that  I  enjoyed  UhAg^mitsu’ s  friendship,  liking 
and  confidence,  and  during  y'^ers  of  personal  and 
professional  contact  nerer  ki\ew  him  to  mislead  me  in  any 
way,  or  misrepresent  facts, 

Shigemitsu,  at  present  a  defendant  in  what  are  known 
as  the  V/ar  Crimes  Trials  in  Tokyo,  was  never,  to  my 
knowledge,  a  supporter  cf  the  Jingo  Military  clique,  but 
actively  opposed  it.  He  disapproved  of  their  ideas,  aims 
and  actions,  I  know  that  he  sincerely  deplored  the 
invasion  of  Manchuria  in  1931,  and  did  his  best  to  localize 
and  end  hostilities, 

I  saw  him  often  on  terms  of  great  intimacy  during  the 
Chino- Japanese  fighting  in  and  around  Shanghai  early  in 
1932,  and  know  frcm  his  actions  and  from  his  own 
'statements  to  mo  that  he  v/ao  shocked  and  horrified  by  that 
conflict.  Throughout  the  fighting  he  was  doing  his  utmost 
to  prevent  its  spreading  beyond  the  vicinity  of  Shanghai 
and  to  terminate  it  as  soon  as  possible.  It  was  mainly 
through  the  efforts  and  collf.boration  cf  Shigemitsu  and 
the  American  and  British  Ministers  to  China  that  the  truce 
Agreement  was  signed  terminating  the  hostilities  and 
resulting  in  the  withdrawal  of  the  Japanese  and  Chinese 
forces.  Not  only  did  he  oppose  that  conflict  upon  moral 
grounds,  but  as  a  patr.iotlo  Japanese  he  felt  that  aggression 
and  expansion  could  bring  only  eventual  defeat  and  ruin  to 
the  Empire  of  which  he  v/as  a  loyal  subject. 

After  he  lost  his  leg  in  a  bomb  explosion  at  Hongkew 
Park  in  Shanghai  early  in  1932,  I  saw  Shigemitsu  every  time 
I  went  to  Japan  until  he  left  for  Europe,  V/e  often 
lunched  or  dined  together,  usually  alone,  and  from 
conversations  we  had  at  those  times  I  am  convinced  he  never 
espoused  the  policies  which  led  to  the  Invasion  of  China  in 
1937  and  finally  to  the  attack  upon  Pearl  Harbor  in  1941. 

I  know  he  opposed  the  China  Invasion,  and  from  a.H  I  know  of 
him  after  years  of  intimacy  I  feel  certain  he  would  hc'-e 
opposed  the  Pearl  Harbor  attack  if  had  had  any  foreknowledge 
of  that  move. 
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To  me  It  seemed  one  of  Fate's  bitter  ironies  that  thia 
aJSn  inan  Should  have  been  put  in  the  position  of  having  to 

1945,  for  he  never  approved  nor 
supported  the  policies  which  led  to  that  defeat  and  surrender, 
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„  .  ^  (Flgned) 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me 
this  26th  day  of  February,  1947, 


Hallett  Abend 


( Signed )  HARRY  L,  hUSSELL. 

Notary  Public  in  the  State  of  New  York 
Washington  County,  No. 229 
I4y  commission  expires  March  30,1948 
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